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TO:      	County Presidents & Secretaries
FROM: 	Fargo Office
DATE:  	February 5, 2020
RE:      	Suggested Agenda for February 2020 

1. Call to Order

1. Reading of Minutes

1. Financial Report – Motion to “receive & file” the report

1. Issues Discussion –
At the AFBF Annual Meeting in Austin, TX last month the delegates (lead by southern states) took a stance contrary to basic Farm Bureau beliefs and principles. Vary rarely, but occasionally, the delegates have taken a stance over the years which does not fit our overall beliefs in the free market, individual responsibility, and the private competitive enterprise system. But this year those delegates who would prefer a government pay-off outvoted those who favor free trade and open markets. In short, the delegates voted to extend the Market Facilitation Payments program and extend the benefits to segments of Ag not impacted by the China trade war. For the members of NDFB this translates into ‘southern states want a hand out and common-sense Midwesterners didn’t have the votes to kill the proposal’. It’s sad to see, but the resolutions process and grassroots nature of our organization will correct this misguided stance. It’s also a reminder how important the resolutions process is for grounding our organization and keeping us true to our principles. The MFP program will die when the trade deals with China are completed, and the AFBF policy on the issue will be a moot point. But it’s good for Midwesterners and others to make their feelings known to AFBF and return our organization to the capitalistic principles which have made us the premier farm organization in America.    


1. Report from NDFB Staff

1. Committee Reports - Committees can include non-board members
5. Resolutions, Membership, YF&R, Publicity, P&E

1. Old Business

1. New Business
1. 990 or 990EZ or 990-N, 990T and ND Form 40 due 2/15/2019 if 9/30 is year-end date.  Remember IRS requires non-profits with less than $50,000 in Gross Receipts to file the 990-N electronically through the IRS web site.
1. Social Security administration copies of W2’s must be postmarked by February 28, 2019 for paper filings and March 31, 2019 for electronic filings.
1. IRS 1099 copies need to be postmarked by January 31, 2019.
1. Not-For-Profit report to Secretary of State Office due 1/31/2019.
1. Plan to hold a membership recruitment activity sometime throughout the year, such as a BBQ, inviting prospective members. 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]NDFB Week will be March 8-14, 2020. Please review your packet and consider promoting the drawing contest for 4th and 5th graders. Drawings are due in the NDFB Bismarck office by March 6, 2020. One winner from each grade will be chosen and awarded $100 cash and their drawing will be used for NDFB promotion. More information can be found at https://ndfb.org/events/ndfb-week/ 
1. NDFB scholarship applications are on the web at www.ndfb.org/edusafe. The applications are due in the NDFB office in Fargo on March 15, 2020.
1. Please submit your 2020 county leader contact information to Amy Madsen as soon as possible. It is vital that you send in changes to your county Farm Bureau leadership throughout the year to Amy so the Leadership Directory link can stay up to date.
1. All county leaders should be receiving Leader Update through email. Please submit all emails to Darlene Thomason.   
1. If any county Farm Bureau’s would be interested in hosting a workshop/banquet in the field event for their local teachers this summer, please let Jill Vigesaa know.  Jill.vigesaa@gmail.com 



Calendar of Events

NDFB Week - March 8-14, 2020

Route 1000 classes have been scheduled for this spring.  Check out the Classes/Registration page at www.ndfb.org/events for a class near you
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